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Lost Victory? 


In some ways, Saddam is stronger now than before the war. 

Only a year ago Presi- 
dent Bush seemed unbeat- 

able. He was — deserved- /£S\ a 

ly — the hero of the free j fin \ 1 CfJ 

world, having led a world- I Hi \ I y/ 

wide coalition into battle to I w| \ 

resist Saddam Hussein’s 

invasion of Kuwait. ^ 

Today, Congress and 
the media are fixated on 
discovering whether Bush 

administration policies ac- /'C 

tually helped provoke the / tcSit ' O 

war. An argument is rag- ilJK ^ C 

ing in Congress over ndK^n \ ? v- 

whether to appoint a spe- ® \ \ AT 

cial prosecutor to trace the . 

extent of the U.S. govern- 

ment’s role in allowing l \ \ 

American companies and V. 

banks to give Saddam I flflpf 5j f . y \. 

credits and to sell him du- jEffi&Stt M I — ^ j 

al-use items that he de- I^HlB i f 

ployed for military purpos- 1 / 1 \ ^ / 


All but ignored on Capi- • •'jfeT’jT 
tol Hill and on the op-ed 
pages is a far more crucial A 

issue: Has the U.S. mili- QH ft \\ 
tary victory in Desert H /IjlA 

Storm essentially slipped H'vjp’ 

away? 

Sad to say, it appears 
that as President Bush 

spends his time and energy ' ^ 

fighting Bill Clinton, Sad- 

dam Hussein is rebuilding Qr&'TSk 

his military at an awesome. — *** f g 

pace. Indeed, despite last 

month’s attempted coup, 

Saddam — according to a 
recent National Intelli- 
gence Estimate — is actually stronger today, 
in certain key respects, than he was before 
the war. 

The Iraqi ruler, for example, is blithely 
ignoring one of the key elements of the 
cease-fire: Not only has he actually begun to 
use his air force again, he’s even deployed the 
specifically forbidden fixed-wing aircraft, a 
category that includes fighter bombers, fight- 
ers and interceptors. In fact, according to 
U.S. intelligence sources, during the past two 
months the back-in-action Iraqi air force has 
flown in excess of 300 missions using fixed- 
wing aircraft. Some of the flights served 
Saddam’s continuing campaign against the 
Kurdish minority in Iraq. 

This bold new pattern began back in April, 
when Iran struck at a military base inside 
Iraq. Baghdad sent up fixed-wing planes in 
response. Saddam, in all likelihood, was test- 
ing the U.S. reaction. 
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